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SUB J : SENATE VOTES ON TROOP LEVELS, MBFR AND BURDEN-SHARING 

1. AT PERMREPS LUNCH OCTOBER 2, BELGIAN AMBASSADOR DE STAERCKE 
ASKED ME ABOUT THE RECENT SENATE VOTES ON U.S. TROOP LEVELS 

IN EUROPE AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO MBFR AND BURDEN-SHARING. 

2. AS TO MBFR, HE WONDERED IF IT WAS POSSIBLE TO START NEGO- 
TIATIONS OCTOBER 30 WITH THE MENACE OF SENATE WITHDRAWAL 
ACTION HANGING OVER OUR HEADS. SHOULD THE DATE BE POSTPONED 
IN THE U.S. VIEW? WHAT DID OTHER NATIONS THINK? WHAT IS THE 
CREDIBILITY TO THE ALLIES AND OUR ADVERSARIES OF THE ALLIED 
NEGOTIATING POSITION? WHAT LEVEL OF FORCES SHOULD WE NOW 
ASSUME FOR OUR NEGOTIATING POSTION? IS A CONSISTENT POLICY 
POSSIBLE? 

3. CONCERNING BURDEN-SHARING, WHAT IS THE SHARE TO BE IF THERE IS 
LESS BURDEN ON THE US AS THE RESULT OF SENATE ACTION TO REDUCE 
U.S. TROOPS? 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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4. 1 EXPLAINED THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS AND THE SITUATION AS IT 
EXISTS, AND ANNOUNCED I HAD JUST SENT TO EACH OF THEM A LETTER EX- 
PLAINING THE AMENDMENTS, AND WHERE WE STOOD WITH RESPECT TO 
THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS. I ADDED THAT THE PRESIDENT’S POSITION 
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REMAINED UNCHANGED. 

5. DE STAERCKE SAID THAT HE WAS GOING TO POSE THESE QUESTIONS 

IN THE COUNCIL. I SAID THAT I WOULD POSE THEM TO WASHINGTON, BUT 
THAT IT SEEMED TO ME THAT THE ANSWERS WERE SELF-EVIDENT. HE 
SAID THESE WERE IMPORTANT POLITICAL MATTERS. HE SAID HE WAS 
SORRY TO HAVE TO ASK THEM BUT HE HOPED THEY WOULD SO SOME GOOD. 

6. AFTER THE MEETING, TURKISH PERMREP ERALP SAID DE STAERCKE'S 
QUESTIONS WERE BEING ASKED IN CHANCERIES ALL OVER EUROPE. I 
SAID MAYBE IT IS WELL TO ASK THEM.BUT THAT IT STRUCK ME THAT 

THE ANSWERS WERE RATHER CLEAR - NAMELY, THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD 
SAID THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO PUT THE ATLANTIC RELATIONSHIP ON 
A SUSTAINABLE BASIS; THAT ONE OF THE REQUIREMENTS TO MAKE IT 
SUSTAINABLE IN THE U.S. WAS A MORE QUITABLE REDISTRIBUTION OF 
THE BURDEN, AND THAT WE NEED PROGRESS ON THAT. AND WE'VE KNOWN 
THERE WAS PRESSURE IN THE SENATE. WHAT WE'VE SEEN MOST 
RCENTLY IS A VISIBLE MANIFESTATION OF THAT PRESSURE. 

RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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